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REPORTS - an overview 
 
Abingdon’s reporting system is an active process whereby we trust that communication between 
students, staff and parents/guardians is fluid and dynamic. We continue to hope that our reports are  
‘meaningful rather than mechanical’. We see that reporting has these key functions: 
 
Academic 
 
1.  To reflect on how a student’s attitude to learning in the classroom and homework impacts upon 
their academic progress and learning. To pass on our professional judgment on a student’s 
academic position at the time of writing. 
 
2.  To pass on our sense of what key things a student should be focusing on in particular in order to 
improve their performance over the next academic period. 
 
3. To highlight specific praises relevant to academic achievement. 
 
Other Half  
 
4.  To reflect what activities a student has been committed to across a term and, through details on 
specific rewards, highlight achievements in all areas of the Other Half.  In addition feedback on 
instrumental practice will be given. 
 
Pastoral 
 
5.  To offer the perspective and guidance of tutor and head of house as to a student’s progress in 
academic studies, in the Other Half as well as their general growth into adulthood over their time at 
the School. 
 
Reports are not a time for the School to pass on details of course content (which is freely available 
from other sources). 
 
Communication with parents is also formally undertaken via parents’ evenings, which will be another  
key feedback report from academic staff, but is not accompanied by a written report in that half term. 
There are myriad opportunities for parents/guardians to communicate more informally with teachers, 
tutors, Heads of Department and heads of house, usually via email in the first place.   
 
Over the course of a year parents/guardians of students can expect:  
 
End of Michaelmas Half Term 1 and end of Lent Half Term 1 - Snapshot reports 

●​ Attitude to learning assessments from subject teachers.  
●​ Attainment grades (exam year groups only). 
●​ Subject comments collated and summarised by tutors.  

 
End of each term - Long reports* 

●​ Attitude to learning assessments from subject teachers.  
●​ Attainment grades (exam year groups only). 
●​ Attitude to learning and subject comments of a few sentences from each subject teacher.  
●​ Student reflection on report.  
●​ Short comment on student attendance.  
●​ Comments from tutor and head of house.  
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*Please note that 5th year and U6th students do not receive a long report at the end of the summer 
term. Departing U6th students will receive an enhanced “valedictory report” summarising their time 
at Abingdon.  

ABINGDON’S GRADING SYSTEM 
 
Abingdon’s report grades and comments are as described below.   
 
Attitude to Learning: Classwork (same for all year groups): 

Excellent - Highly engaged in the learning process; often going beyond what is required.                                  
Good - Engaged in the learning process; comfortably completes what is required.                                             
Could try harder - At times disengaged in class or passive; only just doing what is required                             
Poor - Often disengaged, distracted or distracting in class; often failing to do what is 
expected; often produces an unacceptable standard of work. 

 
Attitude to Learning: Homework (same for all year groups): 

Excellent – Completes homework to the highest standard and takes opportunities to extend 
learning;  acts upon feedback thoroughly; consistently respects all deadlines.                                                     
Good - Submitted homework shows thought and some level of detail; acts upon feedback; 
respects deadlines.                                  ​
Could try harder - Variable standard of homework, may appear rushed; doesn’t always 
respond to feedback; at times misses deadlines.                                                                                                  
Poor - Often submits incomplete or poor standard of work; often fails to act upon feedback; 
often fails to meet deadlines. 

 
Achievement Grades (these vary in their definition according to year groups): 
 
For Years 1-3 (no linkage to public exam grades): 
 

We have deliberately avoided giving achievement grades to years 1 - 3 as we think that a 
focus on attitude to learning is key to encouraging a culture of independence and progress. 
Achievement and any test results will be mentioned in the body of the report, where 
comments are given by subject teachers if appropriate. In addition Commendations, Head of 
House Praise, Head of Department Praise or Head’s Praise will detail any specific academic 
achievements. 

 
For 4th & 5th year (increasing linkage to likely GCSE performance) 
 

9-8: Work consistently indicating this grade potential 
7-8 Work consistently indicating this grade potential 
7-6: Work often indicating this grade potential 
5-4: Work often indicating this grade potential  
3-1: Work often indicating these grades 

 
For 6th form (increasing linkage to likely AL performance) 
 

A*-A: Work consistently indicating this grade potential  
A-B: Work often indicating this grade potential  
B-C: Work often indicating this grade potential  
C-D: Work often indicating this grade potential  
D-E: Work often indicating these grades  
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DELIVERY OF REPORTS 

 
All reports are posted as pdfs to the parent portal and sent by email on or shortly after the last day of 
the relevant half or full term. Parents who have difficulty accessing the portal should send a message 
to support.it@abingdon.org.uk.  Please do not contact anyone else to help with this kind of issue 
(e.g. Common Room secretaries).​
 

‘RIGHT OF REPLY’ 
 

We are very happy to hear parental responses to our reports.  In the first place, please contact your 
child’s Head of House. 
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